Improvement produced by lateral amygdala lesions on the instrumental alimentary performance imparied by dorsomedial amygdala lesions in dogs.
The dorsomedial and subsequent lateral amygdala lesions were performed on 6 dogs. Lesions of the dorsomedial part produced transient aphagia, decrease of body weight and either abolishment or impairment of instrumental performance. Subsequent lesions of the lateral amygdala produced restoration or improvement and stabilization of the instrumental performance. It is supposed that the prevailing inhibitory influences from the lateral amygdala are the main cause of the impairment of instrumental performance after dorso-medial amygdalar lesions. The removal of this source of inhibition enabled restoration of instrumental performance and other alimentary positive functions.